Trials of a Pioneer                     59

pool, and they returned determined that their resort
should also have a pioneer air meeting. But, in effect,
they were forestalled by Doncaster which held a
meeting on 15-23 October, whilst the Blackpool
meeting was held from 18-23 October. The Doncaster
meeting was actually the first flying meeting to be held
in Britain despite the fact that the Aero Club not only
refused to recognize it, but actually banned it. The
Aero Club had, as a matter of fact, not been at all
anxious to have any meetings held in 1909, but thought
that it would be better to make a start the following
year.

At Doncaster, which I did not attend, there were a
number of competitors including Cody who dis-
tinguished himself highly by making a fine cross-
country flight of 47 miles in sixty-three minutes. The
meeting was generally hampered by very bad weather
conditions. It was at the end of this meeting that Cody
became naturalized as a British citizen, and this
enabled him to enter for certain prizes which were
only open to Britishers.

The Blackpool meeting also suffered from bad
weather. A number of famous foreign pilots were
engaged to fly while I myself took my little 9 h.p.
triplane there, and did my best to encourage it into
the air. I could not help contrasting my own efforts
to coax my machine into the air with the performance
of some of the French competitors, for whilst I did try
to do this many of their machines never even left their
hangars.

A few ' straights' were the best I could accomplish
in the air. My chief trouble being lack of sufficient
power, my 9 h.p. engine comparing with the 50 h.p.
engines in the foreign machines. Then the continued
wet and damp had also ill-effects for my little machine
as the yellow cotton-oiled paper, with which the wings
were covered, tended to slacken, thus impairing